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Parents and Families of the Rogich Community:  
 
Student safety is my number one concern at Rogich Middle School. Students coming to school should feel 
safe and excited about their education and the many extra-curricular activities that are available to all 
students. Middle school should be a fun and memorable experience. We have always believed that when 
we take care of small things, we don’t experience as many greater things. This has been my philosophy 
since I became an administrator years ago.  
 
When situations occur that disrupt and endanger the safety and educational process of all students, it is 
my position to ensure their utmost safety and make changes as necessary. We are implementing some 
practices that will provide a safer environment for all students. When I see how many innocent students 
are approached by others, disrupted by others, or even tempted by others to make poor choices, I feel we 
need to alter the practices on campus. Middle school students experience enough peer pressure as it is.  
 
Unfortunately, we have experienced a number of students bringing alcohol to school in their personal 
water bottles, or aluminum flasks. It is easy for students to disguise what is in the bottles. Rather than wait 
until a situation occurs, I have asked that students bring only clear water bottles or containers to school. 
Students are allowed to bring clear personal water bottles--so we can easily see what is contained in the 
bottle--as well as bringing store bought clear water bottles. I realize this will not eliminate all alcohol or 
inappropriate liquids, but it does help us a great deal. We are not punishing good students, but rather 
putting practices in place that will ensure safety for all students and allow our teachers and administrators 
to focus on the middle school experience, as it should be.  
 
In addition, backpacks, fanny packs, and other packs other than the purse necessary for female students, 
are still not allowed once a student is on campus and attending classes. This is not a change, just a 
reminder. Again, we want to ensure that unnecessary items are not brought on campus. As you know, the 
district has implemented random searches on all campuses for this reason.  
 
Across the nation, alcohol use seems to be a growing problem in middle schools, along with the new 
issues that arise from vaping. Students have access to vaping, and we are not exempt from this problem as 
well. Hopefully, parents are having discussions with children about the dangers of vaping and alcohol in 
general. Having received many phone calls regarding water bottles, let me say I feel that our students are 
fortunate to bring water bottles with them daily. Many schools do not allow students to carry a water 
bottle at all unless they have a medical need. Students need to drink water, and I fully understand. I am 
simply asking that their containers be clear. If you have concerns, please contact me.  
 
Have a great Thanksgiving holiday.  
 
 
Suzie Harrison-Rollins 


